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Tony Sonneveld

PCFA NSW Board Chairman and Men’s Health Ambassador
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Tony Sonneveld is a member of the NSW Board of the Prostate Cancer Foundation. He actively advocates for prostate cancer awareness, fund raising and research.  He grew up in Melbourne as the second eldest of eleven children. He studied Metallurgy at RMIT whilst working as a trainee with Army and completed his National Service obligation as a full Lieutenant.

From 1972 to 1990 he specialised in non-destructive testing of infrastructure such as buildings, bridges, and aircraft. In 1990 he joined the Transfield Group and managed operations around Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam and China. Since 1995 he has successfully managed a family owned business and has recently sold off his family portfolio. 

In 2003, Tony was diagnosed with prostate cancer. In 2006, after external beam radiation treatment it was confirmed that he had a metastatic disease. Tony maintains an active and energetic lifestyle but will undergo chemotherapy in 2-3 years with an average survival rate being only 18 months after treatment. Tony lost his father and father-in-law to prostate cancer and worries about his sons and grandson. A few years ago Tony joined the NSW Board of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia to promote prostate cancer awareness and education.
Hayes Van Der Meer

PCFA Men’s Health Ambassador
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Hayes Van Der Meer is the Men’s Health Ambassador for the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia and works to spread awareness of prostate cancer. For 15 years he was a strategic planner for advertising agencies in Denmark, South America and Australia. After taking a year off for his first child, he was a part time teacher before becoming a LifeLine counsellor and starting an importing and manufacturing business.  Hayes busy lifestyle with work and family came to a sudden halt. 

 In 2005 and at the age of 42, Hayes was diagnosed with prostate cancer; the same disease his father died from. This news was given to him the same day his wife gave birth to twin boys.  Hayes wanted to be there for his children and joined the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia for information, advice, and support.  

In 2007, Hayes had a Radical Prostatectomy procedure, which cured him of the disease. Today, he currently lives a healthy life with his family while educating men about prostate cancer.  Hayes is proof that early diagnosis and treatment of prostate cancer leads to a greater survival rate. He continues to spread the awareness of prostate cancer as a Health Ambassador for the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia.

Andrew Giles – BA (Hons), MFIA, MAICD
CEO of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia
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Andrew Giles has been the CEO of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia (PCFA) since July 2004.  Over the past 15 years he has held a range of senior executive positions with some of the leading charity and not-for-profit organisations in Australia. These include the University of Sydney, Austcare, the Sydney Children’s Hospital and the Yothu Yindi Foundation.  

In his current role as CEO of PCFA, he leads a small, dedicated team of both staff and volunteers across Australia. The Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia is overseen by an independent national Board, with state boards operating in each state. In addition there are almost 80 Support Groups across Australia.
As CEO and Company Secretary of PCFA, Mr Giles has overseen the rapid growth of the organisation into the peak body in  the  fight  against  prostate  cancer  in Australia.  In  his  role  he  has  overseen  initiatives  such as  the launch  of  the  2005 Be A Man:  Talk  to  Your Doctor About Prostate Cancer  national  campaign, PCFA’s involvement  with  Movember  and  the  development  of  both  International  Men's  Health  Week  and International Prostate Cancer Awareness Week.  

As well as playing a leadership role with the Fundraising Institute of Australia (FIA), Andrew is also a judge for the Australian Luminous Awards – promoting excellence in cancer journalism.

